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Welcome, 

As another month speeds by we reflect on the previous year and our achievements 

this term. The end of the Winter term is always so full with everyone heavily in-

volved in the usual activities, that we decided not to produce a newsletter then, but 

stick to two per year—summer and winter, hence this Issue. Your Governors are 

there to help and support all parts of school life and staff and pupils.  I hope that 

you will always feel able to approach one of us should you have concern over any 

aspect of the school. Or perhaps give help or advice on any improvements you feel 

could assist our progress. Governors are all shown on the “rogues gallery” on our 

website and of course the parent representatives are well known to you and on the 

playground at the beginning and end of each day. 

There has been much change amongst the Governors in the last few months.     

Richard Mountford was elected as a Parent Governor, Val Baty as a  Community 

Governor and Maggie Barnes as a Foundation Governor. We have been able to in-

clude them within our various committees and it is good that we are back up to full 

strength, welcoming the breadth of experience and knowledge that they bring to 

our school. 

Our weekly newsletter always summarises the many activities taking place on a  

regular basis (thanks to Mrs Bennett). Looking back over a term, it is often surprising 

to see their extent. The key is that there is something for everyone, be it a sporting 

event, school production, library, gardening, music and more. It illustrates so well 

the importance of activity and development outside the routine task of class    

learning. Much of the supervision is on a voluntary basis and we are grateful for 

that dedicated input. 

Our last Ofsted inspection happened nearly 5 years ago and so it was with some 

relief that we dealt with the most recent visit. This is reported on elsewhere, but 

suffice to say the results were very pleasing and represented and reflected regular 

input and achievement for all concerned.  The pupils did very well and staff are to 

be much congratulated on their hard work over the last few terms to ensure we 

have kept our standards so high.  Congratulations all round. We must now maintain 

our work and look to improve further in 

some areas.  
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re-roofed due to a leak. These measures will help to       
preserve the life of the school buildings. 

Accidents: 

Although supervised, three pupils sustained injuries to the 
wrist /hand whilst playing Tag Rugby on the sports field. 
The goal nets have been removed due to involvement in 
the accidents, and the pupils were reminded to exercise 
caution when playing. It is important to safeguard pupils 
from potential accidents, and to follow the correct school 
Health & Safety policies.  

 School accident forms are filled in and a copy forwarded 
to Shire Hall if injured pupils have to attend the Minor   
Injuries Unit, or the A&E Dept. 

Risk Assessment: 

A whole risk site assessment was carried out by the     
Committee, and several items needed attention; The area 
on and around the raised step outside the old school main 
door and fire exit was slippery and a potential hazard. The 
area was temporarily cordoned off until dealt with         
following various solutions put forward by the committee 
members. 

Re-occurring leak to the sink waste pipe in the staff room 
needs attention. 

The main steps from the lower to upper area need zigzags 
to be repainted and gaps in pointing to be renewed. 

Covers need to be placed on the water collection tubes by 
the plastic green house.  

The front plastic edging on the playground car is loose and 
needs repairing, also attention is required to drain water 
away from the car seating area floor. Due to persistent 
rain some play equipment constantly needs maintenance. 
Mr Patch is to arrange for a member of the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents (ROSPA) to carry out a 
Health &Safety Audit of the school play equipment.       
Progress will be reported on at the next Health & Safety    
Committee Meeting scheduled for Friday February 12th. 

Part of the H&S Committee role is not only to safeguard 
the fabric of the school buildings but also to safeguard pu-
pils, staff, governors and visitors whilst they are on the 
premises. 

Due to the persistent rainfall and windy weather over the 
past few weeks, excessive water (large puddles) has been 
collecting in various areas of the school. Please do be care-
ful when walking. 

Plea: We kindly request that parents, whilst waiting to  
collect their school children, supervise their pre-schoolers 
particularly on the wooden play equipment, that can be 
especially slippery and therefore dangerous and so help to 
prevent any accidents from occurring.  

Many thanks. 

Our school budget is always tight and we try to ensure that 

education and children’s and staff welfare tops the list of 

priorities. The sports fund has been a most welcome       

addition and helped our outdoor activity. The PTA is tireless 

in its fun, fundraising events be it disco, cake sales and a 

fayre for every season!  Their contributions via these         

activities are invaluable to the school in plugging some   

important gaps in funding.  I know everyone does their best 

to support them and has fun along the way.  A big thanks to 

the Committee. The Hanmer Morris Trust continues to give 

the school most welcome financial help which this year  

allowed school to supply more computers, which have been 

of major benefit to some classes.  Money most gratefully 

received. 

As we contend with the unfriendly weather patterns this 

term, it is very pleasing to see we have maintained our high 

attendance levels at a time often noted for sick absentees. 

And in trying to oversee the occasional riotous playground 

breaks, I have seen that your children obviously enjoy being 

at the school! 

Best wishes for your half-term break, 

Tim Kirk 

Chair of Governors  

Health & Safety Update 
The busy activities of Christmas have gone and the New 
Year is upon us.  

The H&S Committee last met November and we welcomed 
two new Parent Governor members, Sionedd Hughes and 
Richard Mountford  to the committee. 

Points brought forward from the last meeting: 

Windows to the demountable buildings have been replaced, 
and a new external door fitted between Class 1W and Class 
2B. Finger shields have also been fitted to the new door and 
fire exit door, to safeguard the pupils and prevent potential 
accidents 

Door handle and cabin hook was repaired to Class 1W. 
Guttering around the roof of Class 3P was cleared. Lights 
were cleaned and a light replaced on the corner of the stair 
walkway. 

This was a big achievement in improving the fabric of the 
buildings, to help reduce heating costs and improve the  
environment for pupils and teaching staff, and to comply 
with health and safety issues. 

Update of work pending:  

Unfortunately the new foyer construction to the               
demountables has had to be deferred due to the cost.   
However the outside elevations to all demountables are to 
be re-painted, the outside door between Class 2 and the 
hall is to be replaced with a UPVC double glazed unit. The 
doors are to be re-varnished, and Class 1W porch to be      

PTO 



 

 

Pupil Premium 
Pupil premium is a fund of money provided by government 
to give extra support for those pupils from lower income 
families who are eligible for Free school Meals.  

As government policy has changed and all children from Key 
stage 1 can have free school dinners some families who are 
eligible for this funding may not realise their children can 
access further funding (£1320 per pupil) to support them in 
school.  

Your child may be eligible for this funding if you receive 

 Income Support,  

 income-based Jobseekers Allowance,  

 income-related Employment and Support Allowance,  

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working 
Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 
£16,190),  

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit,  

 Universal Credit.  

Don’t miss out on this funding,  For further information or to 
apply please ask at reception. 

In Praise of Creative Writing  
A big “Thank You” to all the pupils,  staff, and parents in 
producing the wonderfully  evocative book, “WE ARE  
WRITERS”. It has been a joy and delight 
to read and I am sure the children are 
thrilled to see their names in print. 

The seeds of writing have been sown in 
the Selattyn school garden of education, 
nurturing creativity and imagination. 

To say you are special is true, you are all 
special. 

Sheila Ross 
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Policies 
Copies of the main school policies are available on the 
school website.  
Should you wish to see a paper copy of any school policy 
please ask at reception. 

Curriculum Committee 

This Spring term sees the staff busily underway with new 
resources (purchased for the new 2014 Curriculum) being 
of particular use in Geography, History and Science.       
Curriculum is key here at Selattyn and getting it right is of 
paramount importance. Cross-curricular work abounds, 
ensuring that maths is utilised in science, English (spelling, 
punctuation and grammar) is delivered in history… and so 
on.  Keeping interest levels up is a high priority for all our 
teachers.  

KS2 sees more serious work delivered 
so teachers work hard to warm the 
children into the day gently but keen-
ly… Years 3 and 4 start their day with 
individual reading in conjunction with Newsround! Two 
children are selected to browse the Newsround website 
and select a topic of the day which is then displayed on 
the whiteboard for those that are keen on general 
knowledge and keeping abreast of current news! Years 5 
and 6 start their day with four items on their agenda; 
spellings practice, times tables practice, reading their own 
book and an ‘early task’ focused on whichever subject is 
requiring the most support (I have it on good authority -
namely the children - that this is usually a mathematical 
task!). Then it is on to whole school assembly, with British 
and Christian values weaved into the daily parable… and 
the day begins. 

Years 5+6 had fun last term working in collaboration with 
St. Martins School on an inter-school Production. All     
students took part and the production was watched by St 
Martins school children during the day and all parents in 
the evening. More ‘community curriculum’ is being       
prepared as we speak! It is worth mentioning that this is a 
wonderful opportunity for our students to broaden their 
horizons, interacting with other school communities and 
learning to work with others, both peers and adults,     
outside of their comfort zone. The children do this with 
respect and confidence and are a delight to behold! 

After-school and during-school clubs are providing the 
children with many extra-curricular options; from ICT to 
tag rugby, scrabble to cross-country, recorder to drums, 
the children are kept moving and amused! 

Staff have been kept extremely busy as ever, monitoring 
children who they feel could be extra-supported in their 
learning and those that require extending in their work. 
Timetables tests, spelling tests, punctuation and grammar 
books, English books, reading books, homework books; 
plenty to mark! OFSTED were very impressed with our 
curriculum including our local curriculum which is shortly 
coming in to play again in the next half of term. 

We look forward to updating you again next term. In the 
meantime, happy learning! 

If you ever need to contact any one of us please 
drop us a note at Reception, or speak to one of 

the Parent Governors on the yard. 

Funding Sources 
We are looking at solutions to provide a covered walkway 
from Class 3 to the toilets,  to avoid children disturbing  
activities in class 2.  
We are working with the PTA to look at possible sources of 
grant funding. If you know of any sources of funding please 
contact us 



 

 

www.selattyn.shropshire.sch.uk 

Reflections on OFSTED 
The recent but long awaited OFSTED inspection was unsurprisingly a big event for all staff and governors—that judgement 
of whether we have been doing the “right thing”.   

As you all know, we have remained “Good” which is a wonderful achievement and we are delighted with our result.     
Reading the report in detail, highlights and indeed gives high praise to our school, staff, governors and pupils on its        
leadership, safeguarding, curriculum and behaviour, with teaching and learning registering on the outstanding chart.      
Underpinning all that we do is our family ethos which was much praised. The very thorough inspector seems to have     
captured our school perfectly for what it is... Small, Special, Successful.  

There are times when behind the scenes, the serious task of running the school can appear to be nothing but a complex 
business. However on the ground it is so much more and thanks to Ms Morgan, the culture she has created and the      
committed staff, the school feels distinctly personal; the children number one; and their confidence and attitude a great 
result.  

Thanks from all the governors to Ms Morgan and her team of staff and their dedication and commitment to our school. 

The following poem from Ms Morgan gives a more light-hearted reflection on the day. 

Governors membership on the main, regularly held committees.  
Full details are available on the website 

Finance & General Purpose Standards & Curriculum Security Health & Safety Salaries, Performance  
Management & Employment 

(Half termly) (Termly) (Termly) (Termly) 

Tim Kirk (Chair) 
Sarah Samson (Clerk) 
Claire Morgan 
Rachel Simpson 
Val Baty 
Richard Mountford 

Claire Morgan (Chair) 
Jo Wilton (Clerk) 
Shelia Ross 
Lucy Jones 
Dave Patch 
Maggie Barns 

Dave Patch (Chair) Shelia 
Ross (Clerk) 
Tim Kirk 
Richard Mounford 
Sionedd Hughes 

Tim Kirk (Chair) 
Rachel Simpson (Clerk) 
Sheila Ross 
Val Baty (Reserve) 
Maggie Barns (Reserve) 
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Forest School  
by Rachael Simpson 

Over The last 2 years I have had a wonderful time joining 
Miss Wards reception class for forest schools. 

Forest school is such a wonderful experience 
for children of all ages. Not only are they 
learning a lot about our outdoor environ-

ment but also learning to work together as a 
group and let their imaginations go wild.  

Every week on a Wednesday, weather permitting, we all get 
togged up in our outdoor clothes and head up the hill     
towards the forest school area which is a trek on its own, 
not only for the children! It’s a fair old climb but the        
children love it. On our way up we stop and have 
a look at how the different seasons affect the 
trees and our surrounding environment; taking 
a look at the different shapes of leaves that 
different trees have.  

Once at the top we have a special area called the ‘Fire Area’ 
where all logs are placed 3 metres from the fire pit and 
where we sit and chat about all that is going on around us. 

This is when Miss Ward asks the children to ‘team up’ and 
gives them all a sheet of paper with different items on, for 
the children to find. This is great fun when its creepy   
crawlies, magnified lenses at the ready, logs being upturned 
to see who can find the largest worm, centipede or         
genuinely anything that moves! It’s wonderful to see the 
children really enthusiastic and giving it a go to find all that 
they can.  

I think my favourite part of the day is ‘child-initiated time’ 
when the children have 20 minutes to do something they 
want to do; the wildlife up in the forest school area has had 
many homes built for it and plenty of stick    sculptures! 
Molehills get turned into ‘hedgehogs’ and other amazing 
animals.  

We are so lucky to have the space and environment for  
forest school. It gives children who don’t feel an aptitude 
for classwork, a chance to really shine in a different space.   



 

 

Just before lunch, on Monday, let’s see, 

I rushed through to office with a certain degree 

Of happiness, smiling, to mention to Jan, 

‘bout something or other, as only I can, 

Stopped inside door, but kept up the patter, 

Was just hanging on for a bit of a natter, 

Jan was on phone, so…rolled eyes at my friend 

And waited for phone call to come to an end. 

“ Hi Jan, now tell me was that some good news, 

Shropshire Council have decided to agree with my views?” 

“No,” was reply – in a quiet voice she’d fostered, 

“I’m afraid now Ms Morgan, it actually was OFSTED!” 

 

Oh goodness! No smile now, I dropped to my chair, 

My stomach was heaving, I was gasping for air, 

“I’m going to be sick!” was my actual phrase 

As I headed to staff loo in a nauseous daze! 

 

Back in the office, I regathered my stance, 

OK, here we go then, I’m ready to dance 

To the sound of that OFSTED pipe, bring on the worst, 

I’ll just take another trip to the ladies though first! 

 

Hi Mrs Rothera, could I have a quick word, 

Just pop in to the staff room, I’m afraid we’ve just heard 

The worst of the worst, we’ve just had the call, 

Could you stay with Class 4M, while I nip to the hall? 

Hi Wendy, can’t stop, Mr Patch I am sorry, 

Just leave the serving of veg, no, don’t worry, 

Wendy will cope… she’s done it before, 

Come through to class 2, keep my feet on the floor, 

 

So sorry, dear Wendy, but could you just stay 

And be all things to all men in your usual way, 

I know you will manage, for you are a saint, 

What with dinners, now hoovering and mopping up paint! 

Right staff, we’ve gathered because I have news, 

Not of the best kind or any I’d choose, 

But take a deep breath, stay calm, panic gone, 

It’s Ofsted tomorrow, man up….it’s game on! 

 

The afternoon passed in a whirl and a flurry 

Mel Ford, HMI, caused a paperwork scurry 

As I listed the documents needed and groaned, 

So many different ones need to be owned!  

Each one should be ready, there was work to be done, 

Governor’s minutes and plans to name some, 

I sorted and hole-punched, printed, recorded, 

Each scrap of evidence that experience afforded. 

Somehow the school day finally came to an end, 

The kids gone, we started that usual old trend 

Of tidying up classrooms and smartening displays, 

Whilst wishing for next week or more halcyon days, 

Hours wore on, and all hands were on deck, 

I hadn’t quite given up hope, what the heck 

Of some sort of trauma or natural disaster 

Like hill flooding or possibly a whole body-caster 

But hey, on the bright side…. I was calorie free 

A chance to lose weight was being offered to me! 

Midnight, then one o’clock, come on staff ….. home, 

I needed to spend the last hours on my own, 

Get a grip, hold on, you’ve done it before, 

Now’s the time to be confident, passionate and sure. 

 

..and so dawned the day, I had done all I could, 

Staff were amazing and did all they should, 

Evacuated staffroom for the whole of the day 

And made sure the children all had their say, 

Questions and questions were fired at a rate 

Of nautical knots, all sealing our fate, 

The evidence teetered in blue lever-arched files, 

I presented the data with passion and smiles, 

Into each classroom she wanted some time, 

So up to demountables we started the climb, 

Oh well … what a shame, we are on split site, 

And we had to keep walking up flight after flight 

In windy conditions with rain pouring too, 

Oh dear, a bad hair day, I should have warned you! 

 

Class 4 sat straight-backed and looked thoughtful and keen, 

Not a murmur or cough, not a blink could be seen, 

And flying the flag for the welshies here-in, 

Mr Morgan delivered the session with grin. 

He looked a bit shocked as a rarity befell 

A lesson plan from Ms. Morgan…..Good gracious, pray tell! 

Not seen one of those here, for many a year, 

It’s priceless, quite useless, but Bless…..shed a tear! 

I glanced quickly round at class walls, OMG! 

For there on the door for OFSTED to see, 

Were proudly the charts in child friendly speak, 

That on-ball Mrs Carter had just covered this week, 

Wonderful, thank-you, more evidence to show, 

Our new Curriculum knowledge in mind-mapping flow! 

 

Class three were on form with their maths problem queries, 

They chatted in partners and pontificated theories, 

Mrs H played her part with questions and samples, 

They were diligent, productive, perfect examples! 
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So smart Mr Patch, they were working on paper, 

Not one book in sight, so she couldn’t start caper 

Of looking at marking or next steps or whether 

They’d made any progress, hey ho, that was clever! 

 

Then into the hall where I gesticulated and waved 

At our work on British Values, that new Government craze 

I pointed out links with our well displayed faith, 

She did nodding and a-smiling, then moved on a-pace. 

Up to the door of class two we did go, 

I knocked and then entered with my customary…”Hello, 

Class two, do excuse us, we’ve come to extract 

Information ‘bout learning and whether the facts 

Of the National Curriculum have been imparted to you, 

But in truth, I was so proud to see all in view 

Were seated and sorted, and focused, so busy, 

With their numbers and fractions they made me quite dizzy! 

 

Mrs Betts you’re a marvel, you’re star of the week, 

You nailed it, you pulled off that wonderful feat 

Of impressing OFSTED, with perseverance and love, 

You’re one of life’s angles…a gift from above! 

 

Now Early Years, EYFS, to be clear, 

Was one of Ms HMI’s fixations I fear, 

She fair ran through the door as she wanted to see 

‘Phonics in action’ ….that’s what she told me. 

Poor Miss Ward and Miss Morris, they had been kept 

waiting, 

So with whiteboards and marker pens, all salivating 

The little ones listened and copied the sounds 

With tongues out and phonic-ky noises all round, 

They phonemed and graphemed with voices and actions 

They lettered and sounded to great satisfaction. 

 

Back down to the staffroom for in-depth anaylsis, 

Data check, documents, deep brain paralysis, 

Adviser from LA was next to the chair, 

She raved and exulted and praised – to be fair, 

I retreated to office, for 5 minutes pause, 

Where Toblerone manifested, it’s part of the clause, 

That all office staff are requested to sign, 

Before they can come to be saviours of mine.  

Thank God for your patience and kindness Mrs B, 

For you keep me on track quite literally, 

You don’t flinch at my foibles, just tell me to glide, 

Whilst letting me use your under-desk space to hide 

All of my in-tray, my out-tray and piles 

Of unfinished paperwork, you’re first class by miles! 

 

 

 

Governors then…it was your turn for grilling, 

So suave Mr Kirk in your tie, dressed for killing, 

I prayed on my knees that you’d challenge enough, 

That you had all the facts, were prepared to be tough, 

I know how much time you have generously given, 

How you’ve supported, encouraged, been tirelessly driven, 

So I hoped that you all had the chance to impress 

For I know that you’re marvellous, top notch, the best. 

 

Back up to class one, she’d scheduled from there, 

I rang up to warn them, felt tension in air, 

But bless her, Miss Ward, although on her knees 

Set up different activities in double quick speed. 

Her little ones collaged and sentenced so hard, 

With Wendy in charge of the bird seeds and lard, 

For making some bird feeders, no scrimping here, 

Miss Ward, you are EYFS Queen of the year! 

 

At last for my feed-back the time had drawn nigh, 

I entered the room with a groan and a sigh, 

Too late for pleading, was never my scene, 

I’d just sit it out and pretend I had been, 

Dutiful, ardent and so right on track, 

I’d blind her with passion or find one more knack 

Of winging it, persuading her I was quite good, 

And did all the things that a head teacher should, 

She went through the judgement of her lines of enquiry, 

I was ready to challenge and be jolly fiery, 

My heart was a-thudding, my mouth had gone dry, 

I’d have to resign if we dropped down to R.I. 

But right at the end, with her face alabaster, 

She said the word ‘good’….it wasn’t disaster! 

OMG, oh goodness, what a relief! 

We’d done it, we’d jolly well beggared belief! 

Hoorah, Hooray, so she very well should, 

We’re definitely, properly, categorically ‘good’. 
 

Staff, parents and children, Govs, hold your heads high, 

For every each one of you, is deserving of my 

Thanks and acknowledgment, gratitude too 

For all that you are and all that you do, 

You’ve all made excellent GLD, 

You’re perfect and princely and precious to me. 

In OFSTED speak we are ‘Good’ but not-with-standing 

In my language, you are all truly OUTSTANDING! 
 

[GLD = Good Level of Development] 

Holidays are here 

The governors would like to  
wish you all a fun filled   half 
term break.  


