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WELCOME 

We are now into our second year for the Governors newsletter, produced to 

provide a summary for parents about events and aspirations for our school.  

The frantic mayhem of the ultra busy Winter term is long gone and we begin 

to enjoy the drawn out days as Spring and summer approach.  Outside      

activities start afresh and it is very noticeable as to how well these are       

received. But the late winter months have been amply occupied 

with swimming as a major afternoon recreation for the top form, 

with good use being made of  the St Martins facility, and thanks 

to them for making it so easy for us.  Two or 

three punctures later and the Bikeability training in 

school and around the village took place.  Much          

appreciated and enjoyed by your children. 

The only change in staff is an important one, with Alison 

Roberts joining Jan Bennett in the office for two mornings a 

week. From next term this should include cover on   Wednesday morning.  A 

warm welcome to her. She will be taking over from Jan on specific tasks, 

such as school uniforms. 

I have attended several of the Celebration services on Thursdays, and know 

many parents found this a great event for their children.  All  levels of 

achievement are acknowledged and the cover of leaves on the team trees 

grows ever denser.  This was another response to last year’s Governor’s 

questionnaire, to ensure that parents are more aware of school activity and 

how your children benefit from it. 

By the time you receive this newsletter Stottesden will be done, and the     

excitement of two days away from home is already noticeable in the school! 

Having enjoyed it all last year I will certainly be there again.  

Happy Easter to you all! 

Tim Kirk—Chair of Governors 
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Health & Safety Committee update 

Dear Parents, 

The Health and Safety Committee met on Friday,     
February 13th, most of the items on the agenda were 
concerned with school ‘Safeguarding’ issues. 

Shropshire Local Authority have a statutory duty to  
develop a safeguarding policy and procedures, and  
teachers, governors and parents all play an important 
role in protecting children in their care from harm. 

The committee reviewed and discussed the                
Department for Education ‘Supporting Pupils with 
Medical Conditions’ Document.  

Points raised included the roles and responsibilities of 
staff and governors, individual care plans for pupils, 
confidentiality,  the importance of parental information 
updates on changes to a pupil’s medical condition, as 
well as a policy regarding emergency situations. 

Implementing these points will help support and     
safeguard pupils whilst they are at school. 

A new First Aid Record System is in place where all   
injury record sheets are now standardised to conform 
to the Shropshire Local Authority directive 

A new safeguarding training log form was proposed by 
Mr Patch, and discussed by the committee who agreed 
that this was a useful document to keep track of staff 
and governors training courses, and statutory update 
requirements. 

Following a recent ‘Safeguarding Children’ course     
update by Mr Patch and interested governors, it was 
agreed that the CEOP (Child Exploitation & Online     
Protection) link for parents should be placed on the 
school web site. 

An E-Safety ‘5 Point’s for Parents’ Poster was also sent 
to parents via their children to help reinforce the 
‘Make sure your kids are cyber safe, cyber smart’    
message. 

‘Child line’ posters were also shown to the pupils by Mr 
Patch in assembly to inform them that help is out 
there. The posters were placed around the school in 
easily seen positions.  

The Shropshire Council ‘Cold Weather Advice for 
Schools’ document was also reviewed and discussed by 

Learning Planning Walk.  

In this last week of term, Governors completed a 
'Learning Planning Walk’. The purpose of a Governors’  
Learning Walk is to support the Governing Body in    
carrying out its key responsibility of monitoring and 
evaluating the work of the school. A group of 8         
governors walked the whole school, taking in the     
visual, aesthetic and factual areas of both communal 
and individual areas, including the classrooms           
mid-lesson. We spoke independently with teachers 
and pupils about their learning experiences at this    
moment in time. We were able to get a feel of the 
learning taking place and the learning that has taken 
place within the school environment. Following the 
afternoon session, we all met in the staffroom and    
discussed our findings and thoughts in a group          
environment together with the teaching staff and 
Head. I am delighted to report from the governors, a 
unanimous positive conclusion of our learning           
environment that includes terms such as 'visual,       
factual, colourful, positive, individual, inclusive, group, 
structured, self-directed, celebratory and Christian' 
learning. Our Learning Planning Walk will be detailed 
and added to our many reports filed. 

the committee members. Up to date weather            
information and advice will now be posted in the 
parent’s news letter and on the school web site to  
inform and advise parents of any potential changes 
affecting the school’s activities 

A partial site risk assessment was carried out by the 
committee, with the following items needing        
attention: 

 Safety matting applied to class 1 outside decking 
and the Wendy house area.  

 Lighting on school steps to be checked and          
reviewed. 

 Lead edge wooden bar on decking repaired leading 
to outdoor class room. 

 Safety implications discussed regarding heavy 
wooden lids on new storage boxes in out door class 
room to avoid potential injuries.  

These regular Health and Safety assessments help 
protect pupils, staff, parents and visitors whilst on the 
school premises. 

Sheila Ross,  

Website for information on  

online child protection 

http://ceop.police.uk/ 
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Curriculum Update 

School is now using the new curriculum for English and 

Maths. Long Term plans and whole school curriculum 

overview has been put onto the school’s website. Staff 

will work on termly plans, term by term in order to   

allow for organic, up-to-date lesson planning to enable 

staff to allow their curriculum subjects to develop, 

grow and to learn in a transferable and current      

manner. The beauty of a well-established small school 

such as ours, with experienced staff, is the knowledge     

acquired over time served and the trust 

and inspiration forged and encouraged.  

Selattyn School draws on a multitude 

of resources, coupled with the National 

Curriculum to create its own model and 

curriculum plan. The Local Curriculum 

will allow for all topics to be covered by all pupils over 

the course of one school year and will be carried out in 

Family Groups which encourages empathy and            

consolidation of learning amongst other life skills. 

Staff/Governor Meeting 

By the time you are reading this Teachers and          

Governors will have had an end of term meeting to 

discuss the school curriculum and an update of where 

staff are up to with their medium term plan               

development  across the curriculum. 

Quality of Teaching 

Governors constantly keep an eye on the Quality of 

Teaching here at Selattyn. We are very proud of our 

school and the teaching standards set by our teaching 

staff. In order to demonstrate both our commitment 

to the children and confidence in our teachers, we  

carry out Questionnaires and Observations on the   

pupils. Our latest questionnaire will be carried out in 

the final week of term. We will produce the results of 

our findings next term. 

Dinner Duty
Monday lunchtime is my day to help with the “dinner 

duty” rota. Arriving at 12.10pm I collect the clip board 

from the kitchen, greeted by the appetising aroma and 

sight of the prepared dishes awaiting the hungry     

children.  Armed with the clip display board of family 

groups and a bell I wait for the children to line up for 

their dinner. 

The children start to spill out on 

to the playground, some hungry 

and eagerly waiting in the 

queue, others playing oblivious 

to everything. 

After conferring with Auntie Pat (the playground      

supervisor) on the correct week number I ring the bell 

and tick off the children on the list for either dinner or 

sandwiches. Initially I felt just like “The old woman 

who lived in a shoe who had so many children she   

didn’t know what to do”. However I feel that I have 

now mastered the routine and I nearly know all the 

children by name, if mistaken the children soon put me 

right. 

Auntie Pat and I have a quiet moment to check that all 

the children have gone in for lunch, before they rush 

out of the dining room into the playground again. 

Keeping your eyes on eighty-plus children is no mean 

feat; it is fascinating to watch the variety of               

imaginative play they produce and the dynamics of the 

various age groups, whilst trying to keep a special 

watch on the younger children. 

The half hour playtime after lunch reminds me of a 

football match. Auntie Pat with her whistle acts as    

referee, and like me keeps an eye out for fair play and 

safety issues. The bench in front of the classroom   

contains various water bottles for refreshment and 

some children with minor knocks sit on the bench to 

rest after appropriate first aid is applied before they 

rush off to play again. 

Very occasionally a pupil is sent to the “sideline” for a 

short period for not abiding by the “fair play” concept! 

Both Auntie Pat and I check our watches to call time 

and the end of play. The children line up to go back 

into class for the afternoon. We both take a deep 

breath and resume our other duties. 

Sheila Ross     

LITTLE BADGERS DONATION 
Many thanks to Selattyn and Gobowen Parish Council  

for their kind donation of £100 to  
Little Badgers Toddler group. 

Little Badgers meet every term time Friday  
9am-10:30am in the school hall 

PTO 



 

 

Contacting Us 

If you ever need to contact any one of us 

please drop us a note at Reception, or speak to 

one of the Parent Governors on the yard. 

Easter Holidays are here! 
 

The governors would like to  wish you all a fun 
filled Easter Holiday.  

Best wishes to all. 

News from the Finance Committee.  

A busy start to 2015 for the Finance Committee, the last 

financial year is being closed off at the end of March and 

then the new 2015/2016 budgets being agreed and put in 

place.  

National funding guidelines are now in place which give us 

more certainty of funding over the next few years, we  

continue to monitor the funding of the school closely to 

ensure that as much of the budget as possible is used for 

the benefit of the children in terms of teaching.  

We are extremely fortunate in Selattyn that we have a 

strong PTA who financially help out the school with on  

going projects , in addition the Hanmer Morris Trust also   

support us with specific projects during the year." 

New Governor Appointment. 

We have a vacancy on the Governor’s Committee for a new Co-opted member, to bring us up to full strength of 
12 members.  Sounds a lot , but with many statutory committees, like Finance or Health and Safety, we need 
that number to spread the interest and load.  The advent of new requirements for Link Governors on specific 
subjects is also now important , and the ten non-school staff Governors are needed for each subject.  The post is 
not onerous and is usually interesting and can be enjoyable too!  It is what you care to make of it. We are        
required to try and recruit Governors who can bring a bit of extra skill to the job.  For example accountancy, or 
an aspect of your main job e.g. health and safety.  Plus a local interest, though the person does not have to live 
in the catchment area. There are two formal meetings per term, usually evenings,  and probably 3-4 one hour 
sessions on committees.  

It is important for us all in the school to fill this role to help with all our varied activities, and anyone interested 
should ring me on 01691 653332 
Tim Kirk — Chair of Governors 

Link Governor Subjects 
Here are a list of the subject areas focused on by each governor. 

Long term plans for all subjects can be downloaded from the 

curriculum area of the school website. 

Jo Wilton  English  
 Local Curriculum &  
 Pupil Premium 

Rob Hudson  Maths 
 DT & ICT 

Sheila Ross  Science 
Tim Kirk  Geography 

History 
Helen Lloyd  French 

 EYFS 
Sarah Samson  Music 

 Art 
 Website 

Rachael Simpson  PE/Games  

Rev Mark Turner  RE/Collective Worship 

Lucy Jones  PSHE 
 SEND/LAC 


