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Issue:  9 
October 2017 

Your school Governors 

 

Chair - Tim Kirk 

Vice Chair -  Sarah Samson 

 

Foundation Governors 

 

Maggie Barnes 

Vacancy 

 

County Council Governors 

 

Sheila Ross 

 

Co-Opted Governors 

(Previously Community Governor)  

 

Tim Kirk 

Lawrence Hobbs 

Val Baty 

 

Staff Governors 

 

Claire Morgan - Head teacher 

Dave Patch - Teacher 

 

Parent Governors 

 

Rachael Simpson 

Sarah Samson 

Richard Mountford 

Lee Pimble 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to look 

at the school website where 

you will find further 

information regarding each 

group of Governors: 

 

www.selattyn.shropshire.sch.uk 

Welcome! 

In checking back on events and activities during the summer term, the outstanding 
feature is the relentless pace of activities that we see at our school.  How do we 
manage it all?  Much of the answer lies with our teaching and admin staff and their 
dedication, with the direction from our head teacher, Claire Morgan. Our thanks to 
all of them including our TA’s and volunteers for their continued hard work.         
Obviously scholastic achievement has to be top of the list and this year’s SATS     
results were excellent and are detailed on page 4.  Our numbers continue to be at 
full to bursting on 93, with 15 new pupils in the Reception class. 

The superb performances of “Joseph and his Technicolour Dream Coat” are still 
fresh in our memories.  It was a great production, with whole school participation, 
and the result greeted with overwhelming approval by the packed audiences. Time 
consuming, both at home and school, the result shows the benefits of such work, in 
the confidence and enjoyment it gives all the actors. Thanks to all of you for giving 
the audience such an entertaining event. 

Our PTA continues to offer valuable support to the school, but more importantly 
organises splendid out of school events. The Summer Fair was again well attended 
and with much to spend our money on at the various stalls, ensured nearly £1,200 
was raised. This week will see the Hog Roast, no doubt another great event. The 
village has a need for a heart defibrillator, and the PTA raised over £150 towards 
this via “spontaneous” donations collected during playground children collection 
time. Much appreciated by the village. 

The PTA funds have helped towards the furnishings in the new conservatory. This 
building emerged out of the ugly lean-to, previously the staff room.  It looks          
excellent and tidies up that messy corner of our site, and provides a much needed 
space for storage as well as a quiet and private place for teachers, parents, and   
pupils. New blinds help reduce the temperature!!  

There have been changes to your governors this term.  We welcome Lawrence 
Hobbs as a co-opted governor. Lucy Jones resigned at the end of her term, and we 
thank her for her work over many years. This leaves a vacancy for a Foundation 
Governor. Dave Patch has been re-elected as staff governor. Governors had an 
afternoon lecture on Child Protection, which was an eye opener for many.  The   
perils of IT for the young are well publicised, but the extent of the potential  prob-
lem was vividly brought home to us all. There is a statutory requirement for individ-
ual governors to be “linked” to a school 
subject and monitor it.  We have chosen to 
adapt this system and have “Roving”        
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governor link day visits. This involves governors sitting in on 
lessons through the day, and seeing teaching at first hand in 
all classes to help us get a better  understanding of the 
school.  We are still monitoring this method, but it seems 
successful to date. 

The village Flower Show was delayed this year so that the 
school had returned and hols over. The contribution from 
the children in the three age classes was excellent and 
many pictures were so good they will be retained for wall 
decoration! The under 5’s “It’s me” pictures were especially 
admired and made a colourful extra in the church. 

The school has many clubs and non teaching activities.    
Music lessons and football are two examples. Inevitably 
interest comes and goes.  The Scrabble Club is always ready 
for more members, and the new set of twelve are really     
enjoying themselves. This club runs once a week after 
school and is run by Dave and Gwyneth Parish, a lot of fun 
and plenty scope for those interested in competitive lan-
guage skills.   

With each newsletter I try to remind parents of the objec-
tive of having governors at the school. Basically we are 
there to assist with the smooth running of the school, but 
importantly to be available to parents if they perceive a 
problem at the school or the way their child is progressing.  
Please feel able to contact any of us , listed on the school 
website, and of course there are four parent governors to 
chat to at collection time.  The results of last term’s parents 
questionnaire are given on another page. 
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Looking Back! 

Every September, I am reminded of the many times 
(dating back to the mid-seventies) when I started 
teaching in a new school year, with a new class, maybe 
a new room, new books, new pencils, and 
most importantly, a new box of chalk and a 
clean duster.  
Those were the days when everything was 
fairly simple in terms of equipment. There were no 
photocopiers, so any duplication was done on a Banda 

machine, using sheets of purple carbon. 
You stood and turned the handle like a 
mangle until your set of worksheets was 
done. Not something to be done very 
often as it took so long. I can’t imagine 

that Selattyn School could manage even one day 
without using the copier!  
The arrival of the first BBC computer, all of 32K, caused 
great excitement in the early 80’s. The cassette tape 
machines which held the very simple programmes and 
educational games were notorious for jamming, and 
things only improved when we got floppy disc drives 
instead. Still only one or two machines per small 
school, though. Move on ten years and PCs arrived in 
offices and classrooms, challenging secretaries and 
staff alike. I remember well helping to hide the ancient 
office typewriter on the top of a cupboard so that Mrs 
D wasn’t sorely tempted to use it instead of the new-
fangled machine.  
So now, when I visit Selattyn School and see laptops, 
interactive whiteboards and i-pads in every room, I am 
amazed at the amount of change which long-serving 
teachers have had to deal with in terms of IT, not to 
mention the curriculum in general. Wishing you all the 
very best for 2017-18! 
Val Baty 

Communication 

A number of people asked for a way of 
passing comments directly to their child’s 
teacher, rather than calling the office.   

You will have noticed that the book that each child 
brings home for you to comment on their reading is 
now 2-sided.   
On the right hand side we would encourage you to 
write in here any ‘less than urgent’ message you want 
to get to the teacher.   

Thanks to the staff for the quick response to this re-
quest.  
Hopefully it will work for you. 

Access 
We are frequently asked …  

“ Why can’t we use the back entrance to the school? “ 

There are a few reasons: 

• There is no footpath access to it. 

• It passes over private property and there is access only 
by an agreed legally binding covenant. 

• The covenant allows for deliveries, maintenance and 
disabled access only. 

• Anyone other than the above are not covered by         
insurance when crossing this land and therefore should 
not do so on any occasion. 

We are frequently discussing better foot access, but our 
site is not helpful with its slopes and steps.  Use of the back 
gate is available only by special application for those who 
come within the permissible categories.  

PARKING ! 
Please be thoughtful about where and how you park! In 
particular, we ask you not to park across residents’ drive-
way areas and to ensure that the village residents are not 
inconvenienced in any way.  
Do let any governor know about any problems you ob-
serve in this area. Local Police Officers monitor on a regu-

lar basis. Thank you. 
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Governors Questionnaire 
Many thanks to those parents who responded to the      
Governor’s questionnaire at the end of last term.  We have 
now studied these to see what you as parents like or want 
changes/additions to the way some aspects of the school 
functions.  
Close to a 100% said they were pleased with their child’s 
progress and that they enjoy being at a school that meets 
their child’s needs.  
You are clear how and when you can contact the right staff 
to discuss anything that you need an answer on.  
More of you now know where you can contact governors, 
especially parent governors on the playground.  Please al-
ways feel free to do that. 

The 0830 start has been adapted since your comments on 
staff accessibility and we hope that the new arrangements 
are a good compromise, that helps both parents and staff.  
As previously, the question of before and after school clubs 
drew much comment, roughly equally divided between 
“yes and no”.  There is work to be done on this topic, but 
the school staff would not be involved and we would need 
to find a “commercial” interest capable of taking this on.   
School dinners were widely acclaimed. 

The question of communication was raised.  At the mo-
ment the school uses the newsletter as the main supplier of 
information, and obviously it is important that all parents 
read this on Friday when delivered home by your child.   
The text service seems to work well for most. 

It was good to see new parents showing an interest in the 
PTA.  The school benefits greatly from their work through 
funds raised for extra items, that cannot otherwise be 
afforded. And best of all, the events are a lot of fun, but 

they can only function with support from a majority of par-
ents. 

The school cannot be and is not responsible for events   
outside the gates. Cue in the subject of car parking! We 
have to manage with what we have got, and your careful 
parking is always appreciated. There are no                       
alternatives.  However car sharing is always worth explor-
ing and the taxi service is there for the specified route and 
for others if they are prepared to pay for a seat. The Cross 
Keys kindly allows parking up to 5pm, But may not be  
available every afternoon due to their own events. 

Trips outside school have become increasingly difficult, 
with mountains of paper –work, and H & S for your chil-
dren. Swimming has been a casualty here, and we very 
much hope that we can increase this   activity, though one 
pool has now been closed to us. Similarly outside trips, are 
always under consideration and not just to the panto-
mime! A Stottesden look alike is still an ambition for years 
5 & 6.  

Thank you to those who suggested they might be able to 
help the school with extra activities. We have noted these, 
but not easy to use with the need for vetting by Shropshire 
Council.  

All this and much more, all of which is being actively       
discussed by teachers and your governors. Our ever hectic 
lives make change hard, but it is so important to progress 
and improve.   

Thank you again for taking the trouble to complete the 
forms, and as you see from this brief report action is taken 
on those that are possible to implement such as the        
improved 08:30 start arrangements. 
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Do you know your governors? 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to speak to us when you see us around school.  

Rachel Simpson Richard Mountford Sarah Samson 

Sheila Ross 

David Patch Lee Pimble 

Vacancy 

Parent Governors Staff Governors 

Claire Morgan 

Tim Kirk—Chairman Val Baty Lawrence Hobbs 

Co-opted Governors County Council  
Governor 

Foundation Governor 

Maggie Barns 
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National Test Results 2017 
Here are the results from the national tests for year 2 & Year 6  for 2017. Well done to the team here at Selattyn as this is a 

great set of results showing we are performing better than the national & Shropshire average in most cases. 
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