
. 

.. 

. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Selattyn C.of E. Primary School 

 

Head Teacher:   Ms. Claire P.P. Morgan 

 

 

 

Glyn Road 

Selattyn 
Oswestry 

Shropshire 
SY10 7DH 

 
Tel: 01691 659744 

Fax: 01691 652358 

Selattynschool.org.uk 

admin@selattyn.shropshire.sch.uk 

head@selattyn.shropshire.sch.uk 

          

14th May 2020 

 

Dear Parent, 

 

Firstly, may I say I hope you are all well, and you have managed to stay healthy and safe throughout 

these difficult times. 

 

The challenges upon us all are still very real, and as we all try to move forward, there will still be many 

areas of uncertainty and hesitation. I am sure I speak for all my staff when I say; we too have those 

same feelings and mixed emotions, but as professionals, we remain positive about the re-opening of 

Selattyn C.E. Primary School, if the government state it is safe to do so. 

Following the government’s announcement re schools re-opening to some designated year groups from 

1st June 2020, I am writing to share with you the arrangements and planning we have already 

implemented and will continue to implement, to ensure the safety of all staff, pupils and visitors to the 

school. Many of these arrangements have already been in place for the safe accommodation of key 

worker children. These arrangements and procedures will now be extended and reviewed in order to 

safely accommodate a larger number of pupils, and staff and Governors are planning for school to re-

open, in conjunction with a robust risk assessment process. 

We are looking forward to seeing all the children once again, but I would like to reassure you that the 

safety of our school community is as always our main priority. We will continue to review all 

arrangements in line with government directives  and our circumstances. We will update you with any 

changes as and when we make them. 

I can confirm, if directed by Government to do so, that school will reopen to pupils in Year Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6 on Monday 1st June 2020. 

We recognise that some of you may have some concerns about your child returning to school and that 

for some children another change will be unsettling for them. We also understand that the past weeks 

will have been challenging for many families. If you would like to talk to us about your child and any 

concerns you have about their return to school, please contact Ms Morgan on the main school office 

telephone number. (01691 659744) 

At this moment in time, I anticipate a full return to work by all teaching staff, who will work their 

normal contracted hours as usual. Ms Morgan and Mrs Bennett have worked their contracted hours in 

school over the past 7 weeks and other staff have continued to work in school over that period on a rota 

basis, ensuring continuity in the sense of belonging to our school community. When not in school, staff 

have completed directed work relevant to their position and role, and continued to plan for their pupils. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the preventative measures the school has already 

put in place in order to minimise the potential spread of infection. These measures have been in place 

for the duration of the partial closure and have been robustly adhered to. These measures will be 

continued, and have subsequently been reviewed in readiness for having additional numbers of pupils 

and staff in school. 
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As per the advice from the government, the following actions for infection control remain in place: 

· Displaying coronavirus infection control measures information posters around the school 

· Encouraging children and adults not to touch their face 

· Encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing for at least 20 seconds 

with warm water and soap in the following circumstances: 

- Before leaving home 

- On arrival at school 

- After using the toilet 

- After breaks and sporting activities 

- Before food preparation 

- Before eating any food, including snacks 

- After blowing noses or coughing or using a tissue 

- Before leaving school 

In Selattyn we have also added these further protective measures and procedures to help keep us all 

safe: 

· We will install alcohol-based hand sanitiser dispensers that contain at least 60 percent alcohol 

throughout the school, in classrooms and staff areas. 

· We will ensure pupils and staff understand that they must cover their cough or sneeze with a 

tissue, then throw the tissue away and wash or sanitise their hands. 

· Frequently touched objects and surfaces, such as desks, trays and chairs will be cleaned and 

disinfected more regularly than in a usual school day. 

· We will make sure door handles, door jams, light switches, hand rails, basins and taps are 

cleaned and  disinfected more regularly than usual.  

· We will make sure all waste is disposed of as per government guidelines. 

· We will designate one member of staff to vigorously maintain a systematic cleaning routine 

throughout the school at least 4 times a day. 

· We will ensure class pupils remain with the same class teachers/teaching assistants all day 

every day, where possible. 

· We will make sure pupils and staff use the same desk and personal space each day. 

· All pupils will have their own designated trays, holding all materials they need for each day, to 

make sure materials are not shared. 

· Pupils will be encouraged not to fetch items or retrieve items from the wider class area to help 

with social distancing. 

· We will ensure pupils’ and staff’s belongings are placed in their designated own space area and 

not utilise shared space or communal cloakroom areas. 



· Adults and pupils will be reminded to observe social distancing and use appropriate behaviours 

to allow social distancing to take place. 

· Pupils and staff will eat their lunches observing social distancing and good hygiene rules. 

· The playground will be marked with ‘spots’ 3 metres apart to commit to social distancing and 

allow some safe ‘pupil come together time’ for prayer, singing, worship and other sharing 

activities. 

· A member of staff will call NHS 111 if someone becomes unwell, isolating any unwell people 

in a separate room, and providing a separate bathroom, where possible. Staff will wear 

appropriate PPE when dealing with an unwell pupil or colleague. 

· Staff will wear appropriate PPE when dealing with a first aid incident. 

· Staff will be advised to stay at home for seven days if they develop symptoms of coronavirus 

and to inform the Headteacher. 

I am sure you have all been following your own procedures and rules at home to keep everyone safe, as 

a very important part of our school community, I would ask that you continue to encourage good 

infection control practices, such as thorough handwashing, at home and help to keep your child 

informed about the things they can do to discourage the spread of infection.  

As per the current NHS and government advice, you should keep your child at home if they develop 

coronavirus symptoms for a period of seven days. Symptoms include a high temperature or a new, 

continuous cough. Where symptoms continue after seven days, or begin to worsen, you should call 111. 

If someone in your child’s household has symptoms, your child must self-isolate for 14 days from the 

day the other person’s symptoms started. This is because it can take 14 days for symptoms to appear. 

More information regarding symptoms and actions can be found on the NHS website 

(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/). 

If you think your child may have been exposed to or has coronavirus, please contact the school on 

01691 659744 at the earliest opportunity. 

Arrangements for the start and end of the school day 

As you approach school for entry, there will be posters reminding you that if you or your child have 

any signs of illness then you should not come into school but remain at home and seek advice. 

The beginning and end of the school day are the busiest times for children and adults congregating 

together in one place and maintaining safe distances within normal arrangements would be a challenge. 

We have therefore implemented the following measures for when pupils return to school: 

· A staggered start to the day:- 

 08:30am Key worker children and sibling groups  

08:40am Year 6 pupils 

 08:50am Year 1 pupils 

 9:00am Reception pupils 

 

Car-using parents/parents to be requested to line up in cars and drop off pupils outside school gate one 

at a time where a member of staff will be waiting to direct the pupil on to a ‘spot’ on the apron.  

Walking parents/carers will be requested to line up, church side of school, approximately 2 metres apart 

and be directed by member of staff when safe for their child to come up steps on to a ‘spot’ on the 

apron.  

Parents/carers will be requested NOT to wait or converse outside school gate but to move away as soon 

as their child is on a ‘spot’. 

Second member of staff will direct or escort pupils to their classrooms at safe intervals. 
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· A staggered exit from school:- 

 3:00pm Reception pupils 

 3:10pm Year 1 pupils 

 3:20pm Year 6 pupils 

 3:30 pm Key worker children and sibling groups 

(Sibling groups – if a family has more than one child eligible to come into school OR there is more than 

one key worker child in the same family) 

 

Arrangements for breaktimes and lunchtimes 

Toileting will be staggered on a rota basis but no child will be prevented from using the toilet if and 

when they need it. Only one pupil will use the toilet at any time, one girl and one boy. Year 6 will use 

the toilet area in the main building as usual, Reception, Year 1 and keyworker children will use the 

toilets in the demountables. Children will be reminded about the importance of hand washing after 

using the toilet.  

At Selattyn we recognise the importance for all pupils to have a break from learning and to enjoy time 

outside during the school day. Reconnecting with friends will be an important aspect of pupils settling 

back into school life, but we have made some adjustments to break and lunch times. 

All pupils will eat their lunches at their own safe distanced desks in their usual classroom area. At the 

time of writing, this is envisaged to be a packed lunch but this detail may change. 

Morning break times and afternoon break-times will be staggered to avoid too many pupils on the 

playground at any one time. Spots, 3 metres apart, have been painted on to the playground and these 

will form the basis of many safe games and activities that the pupils will enjoy. I’m sure the pupils will 

soon come up with some excellent ideas for games on a spot, to keep themselves active, engaged and 

amused! 

The school day 

To minimise the number of pupils and staff assembling for periods of time, we have made the 

following changes to the school day: 

· Collective Worship will take place on outside spots or in individual classrooms with pupils and 

staff observing social distancing rules. 

· Classrooms have been cleared of clutter and unnecessary items for hygiene and ease of 

cleaning. 

· Change in lay-out to classrooms has happened to facilitate social distancing, single desk 

spacing, clear passage ways around and ease of travel through. 

· Outdoor learning, where appropriate will continue with adherence to social distancing and 

appropriate respectful behaviour. 

· Curriculum changes will happen where necessary to accommodate unusual circumstances and 

individual pupil’s needs. 

· Areas of the curriculum will be flexible with pupil social and emotional well-being in mind, 

giving both staff and pupils a chance to talk about and reflect upon our lives over the past few 

weeks and the weeks moving forward.  

· Mathematics and English will continue to be priorities for all year groups, along with science 

and RE 

· All afterschool clubs and lunch-time clubs will be suspended for the time being. 



 

Transition arrangements 

This time of year is an exciting time for our Year 6 pupils who are preparing to move to the next stage 

of their education. In normal circumstances, this can sometimes be a worrying time for children and for 

some, with the recent time away from school, this may be magnified. To help all pupils prepare for this 

change and to make the move to their next school successful, we would like to hear from them about 

what they are looking forward to and any concerns they have, this will inform our plans for supporting 

pupils transitioning to their new school. Secondary schools will be liaising with us over the next few 

weeks to make sure the pupils’ transition goes as smoothly as possible. 

School events 

Please note all whole school events have been temporarily cancelled – we will inform you of any new 

dates or any new initiatives as soon as possible. 

Thank you 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and help over the past weeks, and 

for all your efforts and devotion to home learning and other wonderful activities that have been going 

on. I appreciate just how difficult the situation will be for all parents and carers in making the decision 

about sending their children back into school. Whilst there can not be a 100% guarantee, I will do my 

very best to ensure school is a safe place for your children to be. Selattyn C.E. Primary School has 

based its ethos on respect and caring towards others, and over the past 13 years I believe we have 

developed such a wealth of excellent learning and social behaviour amongst us all, that we will be able 

to put the special security measures in to place.  I have every confidence that we can all work together 

in order to resume learning and growing in a safe and happy educational environment, and we will 

continue to be the ‘small, special and successful’ school that is synonymous with the words, 

Selattyn C.E. Primary School. . 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Claire Morgan(head) 

Sarah Samson (Chair of Governors) 

Lawrence Hobbs (Vice Chair of Governors) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


